DEBORAH KUNIC FINE ART

WHAT IS AN ETCHING

AN ETCHING IS AN IMAGE DRAWN ON A COPPER OR ZINC PLATE AND
THEN PRINTED BY HAND ON AN ETCHING PRESS, ONE AT A TIME. THE REVERSE
IMAGE WILL BE PRINTED FROM THE PLATE. [F AN ETCHING HAS WRITING ON IT, IT
WAS DRAWN ON THE PLATE IN REVERSE.

How Is AN ETCHED IMAGE MADE

IT IS DRAWN THROUGH AN ACID-PROOF COATING OR “GROUND” ON THE
SURFACE OF THE PLATE. THE EXPOSED METAL AREAS, UNPROTECTED BY THE
ACID-PROOF COATING, ARE THEN “ETCHED” OR “BITTEN” BY IMMERSING THE
PLATE IN ACID. THE ETCHED AREA CREATES A CREVICE IN THE METAL WHICH
WILL HOLD THE INK FOR PRINTING.

THE PLATE IS THEN INKED BY HAND, FORCING STIFF ETCHING INK DOWN
INTO THE ETCHED LINES. THE EXCESS IS WIPED OFF WITH STIFF CHEESECLOTH-
LIKE MATERIAL CALLED “TARLETON".

A FINAL WIPE IS THEN MADE TO CLEAR UNWANTED INK OFF THE SMOOTH,
UNETCHED AREAS. THE AMOUNT OF WIPING AT THIS STAGE WILL DETERMINE
HOW MUCH “TONE” WILL BE ON THE OVERALL IMAGE.

How Is AN ETCHING PRINTED

THE INKED PLATE IS THEN PLACED FACE-UP ON THE BED OF THE PRESS,
WITH DAMPENED 100% RAG PRINT PAPER CUT OR TORN TO SIZE LAID ON TOP.
THREE THICK WOOL FELT PADS OR “BLANKETS” ARE LAID ON TOP OF THE BED.
THE BED IS THEN MOVED PASSING BETWEEN TWO ROLLERS AT 2000 POUNDS
OF PRESSURE PER SQUARE INCH, FORCING THE DAMPENED FIBERS OF THE
PAPER DOWN INTO THE ETCHED LINES. THE NEW PRINT WILL HAVE THE PLATE
MARK EMBOSSED IN THE PAPER WITH THE IMAGE PRINTED IN REVERSE. THE
LINES WILL APPEAR SLIGHTLY RAISED.

WHAT IS AN EDITION

YOU WILL SEE A DIFFERENCE BETWEEN PRINTS FROM THE SAME
“EDITION” OR GROUP OF PRINTS FROM THE SAME PLATE. THIS IS BECAUSE
ETCHINGS ARE DONE INDIVIDUALLY BY HAND ON AN ETCHING PRESS (LITTLE
HAS CHANGED SINCE REMBRANDT’S TIME!). EACH PRINT IS INDIVIDUALLY
IDENTIFIED AS A MEMBER OF ITS TITLED EDITION AS A FRACTION, INDIVIDUAL
NUMBER ON TOP, OVER TOTAL NUMBER OF PRINTS IN THE EDITION BELOW.
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